may offer what appears to be a simple and effective solution to the future prevention and control of foot and mouth disease (FMD), but does not consider the objectives and the economics of livestock disease control.
To suggest that we can sustain a mass prophylactic vaccination programme in such a dynamic animal population as exists in European livestock agriculture is unreasonable. With current vaccines it would use about 100 million doses a year in the UK alone, with no guarantee of success. The risk can be managed more effectively and at less cost by other means.
The epidemiologists at the RSM conference on mathematical modelling of infectious diseases made it clear that vaccination programmes would not have been a great help in the control of the recent epidemic. Prophylactic vaccination as suggested by Beale also has its problems, and is not the simple panacea that he suggests. We, the FMD group of the British Cattle Veterinary Association, have made it clear to our agriculture ministers that once you start mass vaccination programmes it is very dif®cult to stop. The very existence of farm livestock is dependent on their value, and that is dependent on trade. The prevention of clinical disease is not the only consideration when setting objectives for the control of livestock diseases. is not related to time following the vasectomy but rather the frequency of ejaculationÐi.e. it is related to the frequency of intercourse. The art of the mentally ill I was much interested by Allan Beveridge's article 1 (November 2001 JRSM) and consider his conclusions to be wise. Figure 1 reproduces a painting done by one of my patients in the course of a mental illness. When a student at a local university he developed a psychological illness which colleagues and I diagnosed as schizophrenia, albeit not severe; there was no aggression or ill-feeling towards friends or neighbours. Unfortunately he later died of a perforated gastric ulcer, and the picture was given to me by the family. It depicts a rough scene in some seaside bay, but the patient's father could not recall any visit to such a scene.
Richard Sibley
Colleagues have agreed with me that it illustrates turmoil of mind.
Dr Beveridge's remarks on the disquieting feeling of strangeness perhaps apply also to other arts such as music.
As an organist I feel that music can offer similar glimpses into the mind of the composer. Adam and Eve had many advantages, but the principal one was that they escaped teethingÐThe Tragedy of Pudd'nhead Wilson
